The ordinary school curriculum taught by a teacher of average skill and patience is probably as good a test of a child's mental ability as the Binet-Simon and similar mental tests. The curriculum tests the child's mental capacity in a vital way: memory, attention, abstract reasoning are all used in mastering the various subjects. The argument that the ordinary school does not fit the child for life and does not give him a useful training has no bearing on the point in question?the ability of the school work to test the child's mental capacity. The point is that the great majority of children are able to learn in a certain length of time a certain minimum proportion of the subjects which they have to study while in school.
There is, however, in every school system a small percentage of children who either cannot learn at all this minimum amount of what is being taught them, or they take twice or more the amount of time required by the average. David Mitchell,1 in his report of the survey of the Cleveland schools, says that all such children, three or more years behind their grade, may be considered suspects and Goddard's2 experience teaches that when these suspects are carefully examined at least two-thirds of them will be found to be feebleminded. Again, he says3 that the child who gets three years behind has, as a rule, stopped development and seldom progresses appreciably beyond that point. One of the cases under the second head of dulness illustrates this point. H. S. is an overgrown, rather dull-looking boy of 16 years and 9 months. He did so poorly in the seventh grade, failing to pass after two years, that he was placed in a special seventh grade. All of his brothers and sisters failed to go very far in school, but the parents are determined that this boy shall go through college, so the teacher reports. Frequently, the mother visits the school and wants to know why her boy is not advancing more rapidly. Of course, the boy is doing as well as he can with the mind that he has. He has a rather hang-dog look, and when asked why he did not get along better in his school work, he said, "Aw, I can't do arithmetic!"
I asked him what he did like, and he said, with a perceptible brightening of his face, "Oh, I like to make things, tables and chairs and such things." I learned that the boy did very well in his work in wood and manual arts.
He might be trained to become a cabinet-maker or something of the sort. Certainly he will never fulfil his fond parents' wishes by becoming a university man.
His present work in school only serves to make him more and more discouraged with the whole business.
Parents would probably take the word of a trained psychologist regarding their child's mental condition and the need for special education much quicker than that of the teacher or principal. And if the principal wished to place the child in a special class and the parents objected on the ground that the child was of normal mentality, they could be referred to the psychologist, who could show them the mental tests given and the record of the child, and thus the impressions and judgment of the teachers and principals could be backed up by an authoritative mental examination.
Under the heading of "Backwardness due to some abnormality When he came to the word "enemy" he could not pronounce it. He was asked to spell it aloud. He did so, and then he pronounced it "enmy", and he could do better after his attention was called to the "e" in the word. This boy does fair work in his other studies.
All of these cases of specialized defects require careful study by a trained psychologist to determine what is the cause of the defect. Such cases are a burden to the teacher who breaks her patience day after day trying to teach the child something that he cannot learn. The stutterers should receive some special training that would help them to overcome their difficulty. There should be some provision made to find these cases of speech defect as soon as they begin, and not wait until they have become fixed in the life of the individual.
There were only three cases of neuroses found. There were undoubtedly more than these, but the brief survey did not discover them. By neurosis is meant a lack of mental adjustment, a mental conflict that prevents the child from moulding himself to the school routine.
There is not lacking normal mental ability, but because of the lack of adjustment, the child is unable to use 
